
We need the greater and lesser 
hopes that keep us going day by 
day. But these are not enough 
without the great hope, which 
must surpass everything else. 
This great hope can only be 
God, who encompasses the 
whole of reality and who can 
bestow upon us what we, by 
ourselves, cannot attain. The 
fact that it comes to us as a gift 
is actually part of hope. God is 

the foundation of hope: not any 
god, but the God who has a 
human face and who has loved 
us to the end, each one of us 
and humanity in its entirety. His 
Kingdom is not an imaginary 
hereafter, situated in a future 
that will never arrive; his King-
dom is present wherever he is 
loved and wherever his love 
reaches us. His love alone gives 
us the possibility of soberly 

persevering day by day, without 
ceasing to be spurred on by 
hope, in a world which by its 
very nature is imperfect. His 
love is at the same time our 
guarantee of the existence of 
what we only vaguely sense and 
which nevertheless, in our 
deepest self, we await: a life 
that is “truly” life. 
-from Spe Salvi, 31 
Pope Benedict XVI 
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“Hope is the  theo-

logical virtue by 

which we desire the 

kingdom of  heav-

en and eternal life 

as our happiness, 

placing our trust 

in Christ’s promises 

and relying not on 

our own strength, 

but on the help of 

the grace of the 

Holy Spirit.”  

(CCC 1817) 
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“I will call this to 

mind, as my reason 

to have hope: The 

favors of the Lord are 

not exhausted, his 

mercies are not 

spent; They are re-

newed each morn-

ing, so great is his 

faithfulness. My por-

tion is the Lord, says 

my soul; therefore 

will I hope in him. 

Good is the Lord to 

one who waits for 

him, to the soul that 

seeks him; It is good 

to hope in silence for 

the saving help of the 

Lord.”  

–Lamentations 3:21-

26 



FIRST WEEK 

Sunday             Mk 13:33-37 

Monday                     Is 2:1-5 

Tuesday                         Ps 72 

Wednesday          Is 25:6-10 

Thursday         Matt 7:21-27 

Friday                         Ps 98 

Saturday             Is 30:19-21 

SECOND WEEK 

Sunday                  Mk 1:1-8 

Monday                         Ps 85 

Tuesday           Zech 2:14-17 

Wednesday                Ps 103 

Thursday              Lk 1:26-38 

Friday         Matt 11:16-19 

Saturday             Sir 48:1-11 

THIRD WEEK 

Sunday        Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

Monday                 Jer 23:5-8 

Tuesday                 Jgs 13:2-7 

Wednesday          Is 7:10-14 

Thursday              Sgs 2:8-14 

Friday                Lk 1:57-66 

Saturday              Lk 1:67-79 

 

FOURTH WEEK 

Sunday                         Ps 89 

Monday                 Mt 1:1-25 

As we make the Sign of the Cross,  

the leader says: 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

R/. Who made heaven and earth.  

 

A song may be sung as the candle is 
lighted 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Opening Prayer 

Open our minds and our hearts, O 
Lord,  to hear your word of promise! 

Send us the Holy Spirit to guide us 
through these holy days. Quiet our 

worries and anxieties and help us to 
wait in joyful hope for the coming of 

our Savior, Jesus Christ who is Lord for 
ever and ever. R/. Amen. 

Scripture Reading (see Daily Readings ) 

 

A reflection may be shared about the 
Reading 

 

Concluding Prayer 

Lord our God, we praise you for your 
Son, Jesus Christ: He is Emmanuel, the 
hope of the peoples, He is the Wisdom 

that teaches and guides us, He is the 
Savior of every nation. 

Lord God, let your blessing come upon 
us  as we light the candles of this 

wreath. May the wreath and its light be 
a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us 

salvation. May He come quickly and not 
delay.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

R/. Amen. 

As we make the Sign of the Cross, we 
say: 

May the Lord bless us,  

protect us from all evil,  

and bring us everlasting life.  R/. Amen. 

A  W o r d  o f  H o p e  

“There was a tiny whispering sound.  When he heard this, Elijah hid his face.”  - 1 Kings 19:12-13 

 

D a i l y  L i g h t i n g  o f  t h e  

A d v e n t  W r e a t h  

V e n i ,  V e n i  O  L u x  V e n i ,  V e n i  O  R a d i x  I e s s e  V e n i ,  V e n i ,  E m m a n u e l  

“Faith consists 

in accepting 

God without 

asking him to 

account for 

things 

according to 

our standard. 

Faith consists 

in reacting 

before God as 

Mary did: I 

don’t 

understand it, 

Lord, but let it 

be done in me 

according to 

your word.” 

- Saint Oscar 

Romero  

Daily Readings for Advent 


